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and if the one be illegal, it will be difficult to shew that the other ought
to exist.
It is to no use to say that taxes are first proposed in the House of Com-
mons; for as the other House has always a negative it can always defend
iti5elf; and it would be ridiculous to suppose that its acquiescence in the
measures to be proposed were not understood beforehand. Besides which
it has obtained so much influence by borough-traffic, and so many of its
relations and connections are distributed on both sides of the Commons,
as to give it, besides an absolute negative in one House, a preponderancy
in the other in all matters of common concern.
It is difficult to discover what is meant by the landed interest, if it does
not mean a combination of aristocratical landholders opposing their own
pecuniary interest to that of the farmer, and every branch of trade, com-
merce, and manufacture. In all other respects it is the only interest that
needs no partial protection. It enjoys the general protection of the world.
Every individual, high or low, is interested in the fruits of the earth; men,
women, and children, of all ages and degrees, will turn out to assist the
farmer, rather than a harvest should not be got in; and they will not act
thus by any other property. It is the only one for which the common
prayer of mankind is put up, and the only one that can never fail from the
want of means. It is the interest, not of the policy, but of the existence of
man, and when it ceases he must cease to be.
No other interest in a Nation stands on the same united support. Com-
merce, manufactures, arts, sciences, and everything else, compared with
this, are supported but in parts. Their prosperity or their decay has not
the same universal influence. When the vallies laugh and sing it is not
the farmer only but all creation that rejoices. It is a prosperity that ex-
cludes all envy; and this cannot be said of anything else.
Why, then, does Mr. Burke talk of his House of Peers as the pillar of
the landed interest? Were that pillar to sink into the earth, the same
landed property would continue, and the same ploughing, sowing, and
reaping would go on. The Aristocracy are not the farmers who work
the land and raise the produce, but are the mere consumers of the rent;
and when compared with the active world, are the drones, a seraglio of
males, who neither collect the honey nor form the hive, but exist only
for lazy employment.
Mr. Burke, in his first essay, called Aristocracy "the Corinthian capital
of polished society" Towards compleating the figure he has now added
the pillar; but still the base is wanting: and whenever a Nation chuse